OF IHE 


Chriſtian-Quaker, 


Diſtinguiſhed from the 


: Apoltate & Jnnovatoz, 


WHEREIN 


Certain DOCTRINEs ( Vindicated in Print, by ſuch asare repu- 
ted of Party wich G. Fox ) are Examined, and in order to. a D-cifion of 
* the Controverſic L_ ſeemes to depend on the Truth or Falſhood 


thereof) an Adrels is made to a Book Entituled, Az Atreſs to Proteſt- 
ants; Given forth by W. P. Anno 1679. and may now be-termed, a 
- Proper VUmpiraze in the caſe. 


By W. R: 


Efore I proceed to ſay any thing in purſuance of the TiclePage, 1 
think it meet to givea bcief account of tne chief matters aimed 
at, or treated on in the firſt ſeven Parts of the Chriſtian-Qvaker ; 
not knowing but that this ſmall Tract may be extended amongſt 
the People called Quakers, farther than the reſt, and fo may oc- 

afion ſuch as are deſirous more fully ro know what 

* we: ſtand for, and againſt, to enquire afrer * The Reader may 
ather Parts of the Chriſtian Ruzker. Note, that when I uſc 
Wh the Words us, or we, 
tu with reſpett to ſuch ( beſides my ſelf ) as encouraged the Publication of other 
Parts of the Chriltian Quaker. 

 Inthe Firft Part, a part of thoſe things touching which we were orce 3t 


Unity; the ways and means whereby that Uaity was broken,are manifeſted, 
*S A It 


— 


T : 


2 The Eighth Part of the 


In the"Second Part, Doftrines of Tfuth (cleared from Objeftions) are laid 
down, that ſo it may be known more perfeCtly, than by the Firſt Pare, 
what the Chriſtian-Quaker ſtandeth for. 


* -In the Third Part, Government is more largely diſcourſed on, than in the 
two foregoing Parts. Shewing,. That the Chriſtsax-Quaker owns but two 
ſorts. The one is the Outward Government under which we live, unto the 
Laws whereof we owe either Active or Paſſive Obedience, and ovght got 
by outward Force to endeavour deliverance from under ſuch Laws, as we 
have, or may term Oppreſlive. 


The other is, The 1rward Government of Chriſt ( who alone is Lord 
over the Conſcience ) which 15,not repreſented by perſons viſible by carnal 
Eyes, inveſted with Power from him to execute Outward Laws, Edidts or 
Decress, in at Outward Form of Government, viſible as aforeſaid. 


In the Foxrth and Fifth Parts, *Tis manifeſted, That G. F. hath FEr- 
roneouſly concerned himſ-If in the Dzviſions amongſt the People called 
Quskers, and is therein become a Reproach and Scandale to the Truth, 
which the Children of Light profeſs and walk in. 

In the Ssxrh Part, is manifeſted, The wickedneſs of Two ſmall Tratts 
written on the occaſion of the Publication of the firſt Five Parts of the 
Chriſtian-Q'aker. One by Chriſtopher Tayl»y, Wherein he hath abuſ:d me 
at a ſordid rate, 2s by his Book appears, and yet hath nat quoted one Word 
out of my Writings to prove any Recriminating Reileftion on me, more 
than the beginning of my Title Page, viz. The Chriftian-Quaker diſt1n, uiſhed 
from the ApoFtate and Inmovator. Had not the ſaid ChriFopher Taylor ſup- 

ofed himſelf ( as he is a Publick Preacher ) a Church- Governour, and that 
tis the Dury of ſome others to pin their Faith on his Sleeve, How could he 
have attempted ſo unconvincing a Work ? Had he no Credit on a R.ligi- 
ous ſcore to looſe, me-thinks he ſhould never have hazarded his Reputation 
as a Man ( ifever he had any) to write at ſo Envious a rate as he hath, tcl- 
ling his Reader, That the very Title of my Book was B.aſphemous. ?Tis 
hard to Imagine wherein he concludes the Blaſphemy to be, unleſs in theſe 
Words, George Fox Detefted;, which then muſt in. ply, Thar, in his ſence, 
G.F. ts, at leaſt, the Chri#t of God. 

The other ſmall Tract taken notice of,js given forth in the Name of John 
Pennington,worthy. of no better Character than that of C. Taylor ; the mat- 
ter therein aimed at, 4s to ſhew, That I abuſed his Father, and performed 
not my word 1a not citing all his Fathers Teſtimony : whereas If I had quo- 
ted all his Fathers Teſtimony,l had then been worls than my word. But that 
which adds to his Sin, is this, he hath charged me with making Inferences 
or Deductions that were untrue, when as I made no Inference nor DeduCti- 
on at all from his Fathers words, as is manifeſted more fully in the ſaid as 

art 


Chriſtian-Quaker, &c. 3 
Part. I do not doubt but that the aforeſaid Treatifes were approveil by the 
Second-days Meeting,elſe why have they in their Book 
Entituled * The Accuſer,&c. Signified that the Names See 12th. Page of 
of ſome are already concern'd in Print, meaning inre- the Introduttion. 
lation to the Chriſtian- Quaker in Five Parts, What 
man of Reaſon, Conſcience, and Religion can conclude other than on this 
wiſe : That the pretended Government Tandes which ſuch irreligious and un- 
chriſtian-like treatment is approved) is a meer cheat, giving a kind of fafe 
conduct (fo far as is in their Power) to the Inſtruments of Satan, when frait- 
ed with Antichriſtian- Arrows to wound the Children of Light, and Lambs of 
God. But notwithſtanding this evil Treatment, the ſaid 6th. Pare contains 
Chriſtian Propoſitions for a Reconciliation. Therein is alſo ſomething ſaid to 
diſcover the emptineſs and weakneſs of Thomas Laurence his three quarters 
of a Sheet, who telling the Reader that he js 81 years of age, Charity oblie- 
ges me not to be ſevere upon him. | 

In the Seventh Part are deteCted a part of the Forgeries, Prevarications, 
and Errours wherewith a Treatiſe Entituled, The Accuſer, &c. given forth 
in the Name of the Second-days Meeting againſt the Chriſt ian- Quaker in Five 

Parts, is ſtuft, and is an additional Evidence againſt the ſaid Meeting that 

they themſelves are eſpouſing the Cauſe of Apoſtacy and Innovation, and by 

the ſcope of ſome Parts of their Treatiſe of nameleſs Authors (referred to 

Richard Richardſons ſmall Tradt ſtiled, A few Ingredients, &c. ſufficiently 

Papiſtical ) have ſhown themſelyes more nearly related to Popiſh Principles 

and Practiſes, than to the Principle and PraCtiſe of the Antient and Chr: tian 


uaker. 
wel {mall Tract is now written for the ſakes of ſuch among the People 
called Qzakers, as are not yet principled to pin their Faiths on anothers 
Sleeve, bur rather to hear, to ſee, and underſtand for themſelves in matters 
relating to the Kingdom of God, and Salvation of Souls. In confidence that 
*twill find acceptance with ſuch ; tis now publiſtt chiefly to evidence what 
from the Title may bee ed. 
_ Of latedays this DoQtrine hath been publiſhed by ſuch as are reputed of 
George Fox's Party. That in ſome Caſes the Conſciences of Believers ought 
to be bound by the poſitive Sentence of others, ( meaning other Believers 
pretending to Authority as a Church, and not by election of Perſons) with- 
out leaving any liberty for a Believer to refuſe on the account of not ſeeing 
it his Duty to ſubmit ; and foraſmuch as the Submiſſion treated on, had no 
relation to any Power given to others by the Believer, from whom Submiſſi- 
on might be expected ; but in ſtead thereof to the Power wherewith the 
Church (as is pretended) is inveſted, we therefore as diſliking the aforcſaid 
Doctrine, did thus aſſert, * This Meaning and Government over the Con- 
F ſciences of Believers, we take to be contrary to the Principle of Tcuth,and 
A 2 Liberty 


4 The Third Part of the 


< Liberty we have in Chriſt Jeſus, for that no -Out ward Sentence or Mutter 
© whatſoever can obliege the Conſcience, to be approving this or that Exer- 
< ciſe or Praftice,or to be inthe Belief of this or that Sentence, Judgment,or 
© Decree, until ſuch time that the Conſcience through the inſhining of 
© Chriſts Lig'1t therein, comes to be ſatisfied, and thereby to be bound, and 
© oblieged,ſee Chriſt ian-Quaker, Firſt Part, pag. 48. and Third Part, Pap. 53: 
to 69. 128. and therein the Reader will not only find that the Book of Go- 
vernment given. forth by R. B. wherein the ſaid DoCtrineis held forth, was 
approved by the * Second-days Meeting at London 
* Note, *Tis certainly (being a Meeting ofuncertain numbers of Perſons, 
known that great Endea- unknown by any Conſtitution of whom to conſiſt, 
vours are frequently uſed beforeaſſembled) bur alſo'a confutation from the 
to obſtrutt the Printizg Scriptures of Truth of theſe Arguments and Rea. 
of Friengs Papers,unleſs ſons given for the ſame, - further ſhewing that the 
they can ſubmit the Con- Scriptures quoted for Proof thereof;are miſapply- 
rents' thereof ro the Se-. ed, and remote from the purpoſe. 
condeday Meetings Sen- 
zence... Let but the Deſcription of the ſaid Meeting be conſidered, and that the 
Office aſſumed by ſuch uncertain unſeletted Perſons, is that which renders them 
Tudges ina Spiritual Concern of another mans Conſcience (whether gifted there- 
in, 0r no ) and am perſmaded that not one Canon of the Church of Rome ad- 
mits of prenter Darkneſs, or more unwarrantable Gy ge 96971 yet that any 
ene Principle with reſpeFt ro Government was ever read or heard of to be eſpou- 
ſed by any ſort of People On the Face of the Earth with reſpett ro ſuch as were 
accounted Members of their Society, that hath a greater tendency to abridge the 
Conſcrence of her free Exerciſe,or to introduce 4 more perfett Map of Confuſion 
and Anarchy. See more on this Subjett, the Third Part of the Chriſtian-Qua- 
ker, &'c. pag. 29. 30. 31, 32... ( 


But yet notwithſtanding 1 find in the aforeſaid Treatiſe, Stiled the 
" þ oo? oe &c. That occaſion is taken by the Pen- 
man thkereof,.to render our Aﬀertion,. or the Con- See Pages 64.65. 66. 
tequyences. deduced -by him .from it, tending to 108. 109. 
Confuſiop, * Rebellion; and Ranteriſm , &c: * Note, If by the 

as (0 oe word Rebell:on,they mean 

Rebellicn againſt the-Dignities, which, in a Trath Entituled * An exalted Dio- 
trephes, 1{e Auhors ſay, 1poured ont contempt upon, - 
then. 1 conclude the. Rebellion is againlt ſixty fix Sub- * Note The ſaid Pa- 
_ of-.a *. Paper. azainſt John Story and John per is deteCttedin the 


Wilkinglon 5 the year 1677." 2. Part of the Chirſti- 
| | an-Quaker,p.72.t0 92+ 


And 


— 


Chriſtian-Quaker, Cc. 5 
And foraſmuch as it hath been declared that the ſaid Paper was the Act of the 
Second-Days Mecting,as well as of the Yearly-Meeting, I may thenrea/ enably 
gi.ery Whether the werd Rebellicn,uſed on the aforeſaid Occaſion, may not be ta- 
ken as the Symptom of Abominable- Pride, by ſubjettins the Aithors thereof to 
the repute of ſounding a Trumpet to their own imagined Dignity. But ſhould 1 
now make three diſtintt Columes, viz; une for the Names of the ſ:d ſtery fix Sut- 
ſeribers; anotber for their qualifications and abilitics 

(ar rather inahilities wvith reſpe.to their being#*Re-\ *See the Accrſer,&c.p. 
preſentati ves of Chrgſts Iawac:d:Government; ) and 116. 117. and conſider 
then .in the third, ſignifie, theſe are the Digmities pro- «well the Contents ofthe 
claiming ſomething tending toRebellton azainſt ther. 424. DilateCtion, 

| ſelves,and that the Matter of Rebellion, as well as the 


| Rebels axe known by this Dotrine,viz..No outwardSentence can oblige theCon- 
ſcience,in pgiat of faith & duty. before conviction by ChriltsLight.Would they 
« not then appear moſt miſerable Objetts of Deriſion and Scorn, eſpecrally if in that 
as. dreſs Ir ts te one of their learfied Richard Richardſons Authors cited in 
favonr of G. Fs Errour, vamely,* Richard Baxter of 
Kiderminſter, great among (F..the Presbyterians, . *\ Note, Who can 0- 
he whoſe Direltory I ſuppoſe, doth not teach any thing ſo therwiſe think but that 
m1 contrad:fFory to their fundament al Principles, as the G. F's Cauſe is at a low 
be aforeſaid Dottrine rendred tending to Rebellion, is Ebb,fince he is now be- 
id know11#0 be.contrary to the antient \Dottrine of . the holding to a Preſbyre- 
wy Toopl called Quakers ; for thouſands were convinced rians Works (hereto- 
0M- of the truth of theſe two plain Sentences, namely, fore much deſpiſed by 
EP . Firſt, That every man that cometh into the World him) to bear it vp. Sec 
the was lighted with a meaſure of ' Chriſts Light in his R. R's Tradt ſtiled 4 
ſion own Heart,, - | few Inrrediens, &c., 
Ly Secondly,. That *twas ſafer to have a' dependency pages 13. 18. | 
on this meaſure in our ſelves, than to have an Eye out 
to the meaſures of others. But if the fir|t Publiſher of theſe Doftrines did thua 
the deſign that ſuch a: were convinced thereof ſhould at any time after be excomunic:- 
ted.rf they ſhould not follow ſome Out ward Order of his before convinced of its need 
, 66. or ſervice, fromthe meaſure of Light in themſelves ; then it may in truth be ſaid, 
[Pat a greater cheat never appeared under a religioue pretence. But I concladegthat 
F * no ſuch deſign was in the begining, and that when G.F. one of the firſt Prea- 
Mme 


! chers of the Licht in theſe latter days,didbegin his Declaration with theſe words 
Di0- l2m the Light of the World; his meaning was, that Chriſt was that Light a1; 
not himſelf. To return to my Concern with the Second-days Meeting agarn. B r 


. uy 4 this diſcourſe ſauld.come ta the view off the  Anthor of 4 [mall Tr. it filed | 
od ontroverſy ended, ?r1s 0 be. dotted that the Second-days Meeting ( ther ob | 
hirſts they may account themſelyes Dignities ) would then be more derided. And why ? | 


Becauſe he was rendred a very Night-bird, a Wenderer, exc thr lbs cod 


Ciftafi 


6 TheEigbth Part of the 


creeps up and down like a Vagrant, as in a ſmall Tratt Entituled, A Winding. 
Sheet for Controverſy ended, appears ( being alſo reputed to be approved by SF 
Second-days Mecting ; and the reaſon why he was ſo termed was, becauſe be put 
not his Name to his Book, Of the like crime the Second-days Meeting are now 
guilty inrelation to the Book ſtiled The Accuſer, &c. and therefore very unfit t9 

e accounted Dignities,for dignified men are not uſually aſhamed of their Names. 
Alas ! Who ſo blind, as not to know that the Buſineſs of Church-Government 
amongſt one part of the People called Quakers, is ſo engroft berween the Yearly 
and Second-days Meeting , or amongſt a few of them, as that @ Diſlike, whether 
by particular Churches or Perſons) to either of their Papers, Preſcriptions or 
ks, is become matter of ſcandal, if not of Excommunication, and now as 
worthily reprehended as thoſe aimed at by W.P. in his adreſs to Prot. pag. 11 5 
were by theſe his words. *© Alas ! who knows not, that loves not to be bond, that 
© the Church amongſt them is the Prieſt-hood, the few cunning men govern the 
© majority, and entitle their Conceits, The Canons of Chriſts Church : and all 
© this comes from the ignorance and idleneſs of the People, that give the Pride and 
© Induſtry of the Clergy an opportunity to effett their Crafts upon them, for ſo 
© mean Spirited are the People, as to take all upon-truſt for their Souls, At pre- 
ſent let thus much ſuffice on the occaſion of the Second-days Meeting uſing of 
the word Rebellion. 


And whereas in the Third Part of the Conies nd, pag. 9. We ſay 
that there is no gronnd either from the Scriptures of Truth without us, or 
Light of Chriſt within us;to believe that any Chriſtian Profeſſor can in truth 
aſhrm, That there are Outward Preſcriptions and Orders given forth by the 
Spirit of God, through any one or more mortal men in this our day, which 
others ought to obey and follow, whether they ſee it their Duty or no ; this 
' in the 122. page of the Accuſer, &c. is termed very frivolous and looſe,and 
will ſerve only for a pretence to looſe Spirits, &c. who will be apt to pre- 

tend they ſee it not their Duty. | 
I muſt confeſs it is cauſe of great amazement,when I do but conſider with 
what confidence the Pen-man of the Book ſtiled The Accuſer, &c. writes 
touching Rebellion, Confuſion, &c. and that when all is ſaid relative there- 
to, I cannot find the leaſt real ground for uſing thoſe Terms, nor yet any pre- 
tended ground more than ſuch an one, as in the view of a rational man may 
ſeem to beſpeak the nameleſs Pen-man, and his nameleſs Brethren, dignify- 
ing themſelves by their own Conſtitution, and being pleaſed with a whimſt- 
cal imaginatien of being (as I take it from their 42 Diſſafetion, pages 116. 
117, &c.) viſible Repreſentatives of Chriſts /mward Government, are even 
drunk with deſire after Submiſſion from ſuch as were their Brethren. Alas ! 
What ſort of Digaity cag Perſons hiding their Names pretend unto,or how 
can they expect that any hould ſubmitunt otheir Government. They wo 
c 


Cliriſtian-Quaker, &c. 7 


be reputed to aim only at an Apoſtolick Dignity, but therein the Pen-ni@r 
hath evidently betrayed thcir Cauſe. For wro ſo ignorant 2s not to know 
that theTeltimony of the FrimitiveAgakers ſeemed the mcre PIercing,when 
in the Name of the Lord they had declared unto the Sons of Mcn, that as in 
the Apoſtles days the Lord was pleaſed to make uſe of mean Perſons, cxer - 
ciſed in Outward Callings to publiſh the Everlaſting Goſpel, ſo is it at this 
day, but yet I doubt the Pride of the Penman of The Accuſer, &c. is now 10 
great 2s tO account the Exerciſe of a poor Sheemakey therein to be contemp- 
tible, for page 201. he thus ſignifies in his own very words, By all which be 
endeavours to make G.F. as contemptibbe as he can, Mcaning my declaring 
in the Fourth Part of the Chriſtian-Quzker,&c. page 64. that G.F. was a poor 
Shoemaker, which G. Fs Letter to' John Willinsſon Cid naturally lead me to 
ſpeak of ; but leaſt any ſhould think I was ſo irreligious as tothink his Mean- 
neſs or Trade matter of contempt, I did thereupon 
thus write. For hi meanneſs he neither was, nor is 
deſpiſed as we hnow of, for that caunee ſavour of 7 
Chriſtian Spirit, An\ further alſo thus. 7 can rraly 
ſay, and ſo I believe many more can, that in his Perſon 

1 accounted the Teſtimuny «f the Apoſtle Paul ful- 
filled, who fe1d, God hath choſen the foolrſh things of the Wor ld to cenformd the 
miſe [and God bath choſcn the weak things of the World to confound the Mighty, 
ana baſe things of the World, and things which are deſpiſed hath God choſen, yea 
and things which are wt, to brin; to ncug bt things which are] that no Flejh 
ſhould |; lory in his preſence. And parily in this ſcore, can I in the Fear of the 
Loyd ſay ( and that juſtly too )) that he was 10 ne, whit he kept his Tlace and 
Habitaiion in the Truth ) truly honourable. Th:is clearly ſhews that my 
Principle and PraCtice gives no countenance to ſuch a Contempt ſpoken of 
dy the afere{zid Penman, and if | is Pride had nor led him really to believe 
that the knowledge of G.F's being a Shoemaker , is matter of Con- 
tempt now, why hath he not tak«n care to quit himſelf and his Bre- 
thien from that cenſwe, as I have done, but of that I rememb:r not a word 
in his whole Tract. 

*Tis well known that the Sin uſually beſctting ſome ſort of Governours,is 
Pride and Scorn. T..is ſeems ro be one part of the complexicn of the 1ame- 
leſs Pen-man of the Accuſer, &c. For from his work, he ſeems to me; that he 
is not only proudly puffed up with the meer empry conceit of Government, 
and with the thoughts of being a Governexr (whilſt in reality oppoſing the 
exaltation cf Ch-rilts Government in the Heart) but alſo as if he were per- 
plext that tlie Trade of the Perſon whoſe Cauſe he hath eſpouſed ſhould be 
Recorded, leaſt ic ſhould eclipſe the Glory of G. F. as no ſuitable Ornament. 
tothe Attendance and Outward Enjoyments wherewith he hath been ac- 
quainted of late years : But this is not all ro ſhew rhe Pride accompanying 

{ riths 


Sce 4th. part C.Q, 
p47. 64. 


Set 5th part, p. 48. 
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Truths Oppoſers, For "tis kaown to many that G. F. hath been much diſturb- 
ed at the-relation figniizang that he was a Shoemaker, and is that which hat" 
ſcencd to be uppermoſt in his Head, when ſome Friends have had occaſion 
of Gicuurſe wit.: himwhich Itake to be a meer badge of his Pride and Scory. 
Who can rcaſoaably ſuppoſe that G. F. and his Adherents did ever make it 
tae ſubj.Ct Matter of tiieir Diſcourſes to ſignifie that poor Fiſhermen and 
Tent-makers were called to the Work of the Miniſtry, and that in order to 
the confounding thoſe Learned Rabbies that deſpiſed their mean Education, 
tough now ſuci like are ſcarcht tuto by their Learned Rzch. Richardſon to 
{ave cae Had of G. Fs tottering Cauſe. Alas ! *tis but too plain to me that 
G.F, &c. arc better affected with ſuch Grandure as is obtained by the great 
pretended Succeſſor of Peter, than that little worldly Reputation that the 
Apolitte Peter in 11s day was accompanied with : and further to clear my 
Conſcience on tliis ſubjeCt, let G. F. know ( whether he can receive it or 
no) that in probability the Name ofa Qzaker might not have been ſo much 
deſpiſed by many, as ic now is, had he. but followed the Example of IV. D. 
( one of the firſt Preachers of the wn: ) andother his Fellow Labourers, 
keeping, (as they did) at ſome honelt.Outward Calling, inſtead of muldling 
his hed to bririg about a Conformity to his Outward Orders; for Iam fully 
ſatisfied in my-Confcience that that noyſome ſcnt which hath ariſen lite 
{ſnoak fromthe bottomleſs Pit hath been occaſioned from an Antici:riſtian 
Promotion of his Outward Orders ; and incleed how canit be otherwiſe, ſince 
he.hjmſelfbarh teſtified ia a General Epiſtle P;inted for AM. W. in thicſe 


worus; Tyoey-tnat do ſo, Vit. Set up Outward Things, gathers to themſelves, not 


#nio God ; -which isa notable Proof that for many years paſt, he hath been 
g:t::cring to himſelf, not unto God : and what 1; the Fruit of ſuch his ga- 
thcrin: ? To anſwer that queſtion would require a large volumn : I ſhall on- 
ly ſay it hat" ſcattered many of the Flock from the green Paſtures whereon 
they were feeding, and Sbilghs Streams whertwith their own Ciſterns. were 
filleJ,to feed upon the ſour Leaven of ſome Hypocrirical Phariſees, & to drink 
of tieirmuddy waters. Ifany ſhejl think this a digreſſivn from the Matter ex- 
pected to be treated on, to ſuch I ſay, The ill Savour and gronjidleſs occaſi- 
09 of our Adverſaries aforcſaid words Confuſicn, Rebellion, Looſcneſs, anc 
Ranteriſm, from one waom I took to-be in his own ſenſe a Dignity,were the 
occaſion taereof, an41 queſtion nat by; ſaci asare gifted to diſcern th11gs 23 
they ate, will perceivetuat thoſe words;as applyzd by:the Pen-man of. the 
Acenſer,are only to-repreſeut Men fearing God, an1loving Righteouſneſs, 
aa Bear-Skin,to he worried. Tis'very apparent that our Opoſers have fre- 
quently ſhewn their Tecth by their clamorous Treztment,but bleſſed be the 
Lord, thzy have no power to Bite :' And; having rejected many Warn- 
1283, are now werthily iliſcovered_according .to their Merit whereby, 


if tey are readred a Dcciſion tothe Heathen, and a Scorn to uw 
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Let them know *tis but a part of the Reward and Recompenſe of the 
Fruit of their 0 vn doings. 

I ſhall now return to ſpeak more particularly to the matter which from 
the Ticle Page may be expected. 

Ia the Third Paze of a {ſmall Tradt, Stiled, A Brief Examination and 
State of L:berty Spiritual, lately Publiſhed, | find it wriwen in theſe words, 

"Tis a danzerom Principle and pernitions to True Religion, and that which 
i: worſe, "tis the Root of Ranteriſme to aſſert, That n.thi n 71s 4 Duty incun- 
bent upon thee, but. what thou art perſwaded is thy Duty. 

Tuis Doctrine is near of kin to the aforeſaid Dottrine mentioned in the 
Aecuſer, &c. and as it relates to Chriſtian Religion, is Repugnant to the 
Teſtimony of W. P. in his Acreſs to Preteſtants, Page 144- in theſe 
words. 

Christian Religion ought to be carried on by that way by which it was Inte; v- 
duced, which was Perſwaſicn. But yet to do the Penman of the Tract Stiled, 
A Brief Fxamination, &c. Right, He in his following words makes the 
Application to ſeared, dark and dead Conſciences, as it thereby ſuch were 
uncondemned ; To take his mzaning thereon, yer it cannot reaſonably be 
underſtood otherwiſe than thus, Y:z. Thar his afcreſaid Notion mul; have 
a Tendency that ſome Religious Performance is incumbent on ſuch, though 
they are not perſwaded thereof. Let us now ſuppoſe that the ſ:ared dark 
and dead Conſcience ſhould ſtrictly perform ſome Religious Exerciſe, as his 
Duty meerly from the direction of another, we are now to enquire, What 
is the benefit thereof to ſuch ? To this let JW. 7. in his aforetaid Ar. to 
Prot . pag. 146. anſwer, his words are theſe, © If I believe what ſhe ( that is 
©to ſay, the Church) believes, only becauſe ſhe believes it, and not becauſe [ 


'am convinced in my Underſtanding, and Conſcience of the truth of what 


©ſhebelieves, my Faith is falſe though hers be true. And indeed well mig it 
W. P. ſo teſtifie ; for if a blind Offering under the Law was condemaablc;it 
isnot juſtifiable under a Goſpel Diſpenſation. Having laid down the DoCt- 
rines on which our Oppoſers ungodiy Conſtructions are founded, I necd not 
enlarge to remove ſuch Conſtructions ; ler the Reader peruſe wat he is al- 
ready referred unto in the Chriſt;an-Quaker, and compare the ſame with 
W.P. his Atreſs to Proteſtants, pages 77.91.92. 93. 94.95. 140+ 141, 144+ 
146. and divers other Parts, and the Righteouſacls of what we itand for and 
zpainſt, will be ſufficiently manifeſted. 

One other Doctrine, pertinent to my purpoſe, occurs in my M:mory, it 
Sin the eleventh Page of the aforeſaid Tract ſtiled, A Brief Examination, 
&. namely, that this is a looſe Plea, /7z.<* What 12ſt thou to do wit't me, 
*leave me to my Freedom, and the Grace of God in my ſelf: which leads 
lie thus to Obſerve. 
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els. | ; ,.- Tfour antient Friends John Srory and John Wilkin -. 
Witneſs a part of the ſon when articled againſt for not * ating in things 2- 
44 Articles exhibi- yen mne Conſcience,ſhould have told the buſje Pcr- 
ted againſt them. ons concerned therein, What have you to do with w, 
leave wi to our Freedom,' and the Grace of God in our 
ſelves, might nat this have merited a. juſt Approbation from the Primitive 
Preachers-of Chriſts Light in theſe latter days, whoſe Doctrine hath heen, 
That the Grace is ſufficient, and that every one is to be left to his own meaſure, 
anticntly underſtood by this manner of ſpeech, Y:z. Our own Freedom, 

Every Reader is now. left free to conſider whether a rendering ſich a Plea 
of being left to our own Freedam and the Grace of God in one ſelves to be 
a looſe Plea, is not the mark of one that is departed from the antient Prin- 
ciple of Truth, a Diſcourager of having a Dependency on the meaſure of 
Grace in our ſelves; and fo by natural conſequence-may be Joyked upon as 
one holding forth-a looſe or falfe Liberty, the tendency whereof is to de- 
yu from the Bleſſed Spirit of Truth,and rebel againſt the perfet Law of 

iberty in the Heart, | 

It needs no large Coment to ſhew that ſuch, as ſlightly eſteem of a Plea to 
be left unto-our Freedom, and the Grace of God in our ſelves, may eaſily be 
led like Blind men into any Ditch. Ir is obſervable that'G. F. his Party have 
not only ſlighted ſuch a Plea of being left to the Grace of God in our ſelves, 
but have a ſort of Veneration for the Outward Directions of another : C, T. 
his Epiſtle, and the Accuſer,&c. are to me an evidence of ſuch-a Veneration. 
How much credit this may. add to any ſo minded, that have manifeſted a 
diſlike of the Preſbyterian Direttory, riot altogether for-the matter therein 
contained, but alfa that an outward DireCtory ſhould be exalted as a Chriſti- 
ans _ under the Miniſtration of Light in this Goſpel Day, let the wiſc in 
heart judge. 

But to fate a caſe in favour of the DoCtrine which we oppoſe, let us be- 
hold how it will then look. Suppoſe that the Lord had in every Age under 
the Goſpel Diſpenſation, placed oneontward and viſible man to be an eye to 
ſee for the reſt of the Body, which I dare not grant, and that on that foot 
G.F, ſhould be declared ro be that Eye-in this onr day; yet it would be irr2- 
tional to rcquire fubmiſſion to his Prefcriptions or Decrees from fuch as arc 
not convinced that he is placed as ſuch an Eye. If thns much be granted,then 
the Noctrines already cited, as vindicated by his Party. falls to the ground, 
becauſe fuch a grant xmplyes a convincement, as neceſſaty to fubmifſion. But 
if otherwiſe it beaffirtned, that he is placed to be an Eye-for the Body, and 
that on that fuot his Preſcriptions and Decrees are to be obeyed by B:lrc- 
vers in Chriſt,whether they are convinced that he is ſach an Eyc, or no.t11411 
it open* a Door for many heads, and many horns to ariſc in one day, for th?!. 
oLters my pretend ro Le that Eye as well as he, and may obtain Profc- 
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lites toaverre the ſame ; andif it ſo happen, that from amongſt Brethren 
once/in Unity, many through the defire of Vain-Giory ſhould ariſe and 
claim that Office, the relt of the Flock might not know unto whole Precepts 
they ought to ſubmit, this is not the only ill Conſequence that might attend, 
for as 0a the one hand a Door would be opened for many Antchys/ts to ariſe 
undi{covered, whiPt the Grace of God in our ſelves is neglected, (whici is 
no other, but that Unction from the Holy Que ſpoken of by John, as ground 
of Conſolation to ſuch in whoſe days many Arrechriſts did ariſe, for that by 
itall things were known ) fo on the other hand a Door might be opened to 
many Hyppocrites for ſiniſter ends, to entitle themſelves to Memberihip in 
ach a pretended Church, and to nurture up a Brood of Shechemites 
who rather than run the hazard of that influence which the Frowns of ſome 
may have on their Trades, or their deſired Marriages, may readily conform 
to the Dictates of othexs, thouga on.no better ground 
than the*Shechemres did, when at the Requeſt of Facebs 
Sons, and Perſwaſion of Hamor they were Circumciſed, 
not only to obtain Dinah the Daughter of Facob, but other ſeeming Advan- 
tages.in their Eye. As a Warning co all, I cannot but ſay,beware of the Snare 
and Gin that accompanies the clpouſing of ſuch beloved Intereſts with no 
leſs than the making Shipwrack of a good Conſcience towards Good, leaſt 
that which was thirlted after, as ſweet and pleafant,do not only become bit- 
ter unto you, but alſo leaſt the Indigaation of the Lord ſhould break forth, 
and you come to ſuffer a Spiritual Death as to your Inward States and Condi- 
tions towards God, even as he ſuffered Facobs Sons to (lay the Shechemites 
oo the Eiige of the Sword, after they were Circumciſed for ſiniſter 
nds, | 
The ſenſ2I have of the Snare attending many throuzh Conformity to 
other mens Lines, made ready to their hand in a blind obedience, occaſions 
me to bleſs the Lord, that there are yet a Remnanc who- can rejo.ce Loge- 
ther in the Remembrance of this joyful fornd, TO YOUR OWN, 
TO YOUR OWN: meaning The Meaſure of Gods Gift- an Grate 
m our ſelves, Tic embracing that Exhortation became an Auce rt” nay 
a weatied Soul, who were hucryed from Mountain to Hill, ſe: 2 Relt, bur 
finding none. On ! that the skirts of the Decciver of Nauons under th.ſc 
raſty DoCtrines (now furb1iiht up in our day) may be more an4 more diſco- 
vered, that fo no Allegiance thereto may be entayled to our Po®erities, 
leaſt ſome proud Pharifee deſpiling, as well as negleting his law fal oa; 1d 
Calling, make his Fingers heavier than the Lons of tne decryc? Prolates. 
An: if this ſinall Tract,as well as ther Diſcoveries of Ao/tary and Tnnonecet- 
on become as ſo many Darts to pierce tae Bowels or that Cauſe {out b; 
thoſ2 nameleſs Perſons, terming themſelves The Secend-days Mect is, £7 11 
as 2N arrow ſhot at an Adventure pierced A2b between the joynrs of r13 har 
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neſs, when diſguiſed to ſzve himſelf, then let us ſay, Bleſſed be the God of cw 
Salmatien. | \ 

To return again,l ſhall further demonſtrate the inconſiſtency of the afore- 
faid DoQtrines with what I. P. in his Adreſs to Proteſtants teacheth in Pap. 
139. 140. Viz. * That we ſhould have external Guardians of our Faith and 
© Religion ypon us, after we are come toyears of difcretion, is not to obtain 
© oreater Freedom, it 15 a knowingane reaſonable, and not blind Obedience 
© that commends a m?n. Children ſhould be ruled, becauſe they have no un- 
© derſtancing, cr choice, but beeauſe it is not fo with Men, Reaſon ought to 
© conduct them in their Duty,that the Service they perform to God may he 
© ſuch as the Apoftle calls « reaſonable one. The Noble Bereans ſuch 
© as weuld ſee with their own Eyes,and that dare notto transfer the right of 
© Ex2minaticn to gny mortal Man. 

'Tis now with me to treat of fome'things which 1 take to be the fruit of 
the aforeſaid Dottrines eſpouſed by ſuch as are reputed to be of G. F*s Par- 
t 


o 


y: in wa 4 

John Blaykling made a challenge in writing on this wiſe ; \Ler that man 
come forth in the whole Nation that can jujily charge him (meaning G.F.) with 
ſuch a Spirit from his Childhood, meaning, as his foregoing words did ſhew, a 
careleſs, looſe, libertine or derk Spirit, which 1 ſignified to G, F. with this 
Anſwer ; 1f thou wilt acknowledge that the publication of Lies, the making uſe 
of a Certificate in thy faveur given forth by a man that thou thy ſelf knows knew 
nothing of ſome of the Matters whereof by the words of his Teſtimony he under- 
rook to clear thee, giving Inſtruttions to others to perform Duty, and yet take Li- 
berty to wiolate the ſame thy ſelf, as if thou wouldft have Friends to follow thy 
words, but not thy Example, be the fruit of a careleſs, looſe, libertine, or dark 
Spirit, then I am the man in this Nation who am ready to come forth to charge 
thee with the fruit of a careleſs, looſe, libertine, dark Spirit,. and to Juſtifie the 
charge againſt thee. 

But notwithſtanding ſuch my Anſwer, and my frequent Endeavours 
largely ſignified of in the Preface and Poſt-ſcriprto the Chriſtian-Quaker in 
Five Parts, to this effett; That G.F. might ccndeſcend to a bearing befcre 
Friends of what I had to lay to hs Charge, yet he hath not fo condeicended, 
but is kept like a guilty Perſon behind the Curtain.In order to a diſcovery of 
part of his Errours, ſee his Name in-the Index to the Chriſtian- Quaker in 
Five Parts, taking eſpecial notice of that looſe, if not ranting Spir;r 2eccm- 

znying John Blaykling, when he aſcribed that Eonour and Werk to G. F. 
which we acknowlecge to be due to, and proceed from, none but God khim- 
ſelf; his words are ttefe ; Whec[e Eternal Honour and Bleſſed Penown ſhales 
main, yea his preſenee, and the ar of pino of his tender words in the Lords Loc) 
Was my Souls nouriſhment, We know Eternal Honour is duc to none but Gol 
himſ{-If, according to the frequent concluſion of Friends in Prayer to God ; 


( namely, 
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( namely, To thee alone be Eternal Honour and Renown for erermore ) au 
therefore it may well be queried, whether ſuch Language hath not a rela- 
tion to ſuch ſort of Ranter: ſm, that hath termed a mortal man to be God : 
and if to pui no diſtinction between gcod,and ſome thirgs that are evil, be 
alſo the fivir of a ranting Spirit, I doubt not but that G. F. and mary of lis 
Party are ina high degree guilty thereof, with reſpect to their conceptions 
of him, as well as his own conceptions of himſelf; for I doubt not but that ke 
and others on his behalf are ſo puft up with vain Imagination,or that which 
is worſe, as that they conclude that for many years peſt, if act frem his 
Childhood, he neither hath nor can err ;, and on that foc.t, let his tengue rui 
ever ſoextravagantly evil, I am perſwaded that neither he, nor many of k.is 
Adherents do put any diff-rc ace between that and the thing that is good. See 
the Fourth, Frifth,and Seventh Parts of the Chriſtian-Quaker, for furt'1er ma- 
nifeſtation of Principles and Practiſes whereof G. F. and bis Party are guil- 
ty, to the diſhonour of God, his Truth, and People, and when ccmpared 
with all that is ſaid againſt any of the ſaid Parts, then conſider whether ma- 
ny things therein contained, and not denyed by G. F. or his Party, do not 
worthily merit the cenſure of a grand deviation from the anti. nt profeſſed 
Principle and Practiſe of the People called Quakers, and fo far as they have 
a tendency ſlightly to eſteem of leavingFriends to the Grace of God in them- 
ſelyes (and inſtead thereof, to introduce a Submiſſion to ſc me proud Perſons 
endeavouring to dignihe themſelves by a zealous promoting of G.FPs Or- 
ders amongſt ſuch as are diſſatisfied therewith) whether they may not pro- 
perly be termed the very marks and tokens of ſuch a looſe libertine Spirit. 

hat by the meaſure of Gods Grace in the Children of Lizkt, is, and for ever will 
be condemned. 

The very mentioning a zealous promotion of G, F*s Orders brings to 
my remembrance, that W. P. in his Aar.to Prer, pag. 91. tells us, That it 
( meaning the Scriptures) concerns the while Life and Converſation of a man, 
but everyPaſſage-in it, is not therefore fit to be ſuch an Article of Faith as upcu 
which Chriltian Communion oxghr, or ought net ro be maintained. This leads 
me thus to query. 

Firſt, Whether then ſuch amongſt G. Ps Party as declare diſunion with 
another Perſon, on the meer foct of that other Perſons conſcirntious ref. 
ſal to propoſe the Intentionsof his Marriage toa Mectingf Weumeni- 
ſtint trom Men, be not a Badge of Apoſtacy, eſpecially when the leaſt Foot- 
ſteps of ſuch a Precceling is net to He fonind in the Serizrities of Truth, 

Seconaly, Whether the declaration of Giiurion on 7.0 cher 
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Trourh Chriſtian-Commannion may be maintained Without 
makmg every Paſſage in Scripture an Article of Faith, as eſ- 
ſential to ſuch Communion, yet not one Jota of an Order ap- 


proved by G. F's Party, can be diſpenſed with to maintain the 


antient Fellowſhip of the People called Quakers. 


Thir«ly, Whether this be not to put a greater cſteem qn ſuch an Order, 
than the very Scriptures .of Truth themſelves, let the ingenious Reader 
judge. 

What Credit can our Oppoſers think will ever accrew to their Cauſe, 
whileſt W.Ps Ar. to- Prot. ſhall paſs for ſound and Chriſtian DoQrine. Our 
Adyerſaries muſt needs be reduced to this Dilemma, cither to condemn the 
Chriſtian Diſcourſes contained therein, and fo in oppoſition thereto hold up 
their Enſign of Church- Authority and Impoſition, ſaying, Lo here i Chriſt, by 
which the antient Principle and PraQtice of the People called Quakers will be 
condemned, or elſe to ſtand by the ſame ; and then their-late light of lea- 
ving to the. Grace of God in our ſelves, and approving the DoQrine of Sub. 
miſſion to the Church, whether Believers ſee it their Duty or no, mul be 
repudiated, as that which can nouriſh no better Devotion than that where- 
of Blindneſs and Tonorance is the Mother. And though the nameleſs Pcn- 
man of t1e Accuſer, &c. hath endeavoured to render himſelf and Brethicn 
as acquit.ed of Apoſtacy and Iunovatien,yet he hath been as ſucceſs|cſs there- 
in,as if he had undertaken to ſodder ron and Clay together. And why ? Be- 
cauſe he hath become an Advocate for men who have departed from th. an- 
tient Paths ( as is largely manifeſted in the firſt ſeven Parts of the Chrij#:an- 
Nuaker ) the Footſteps of pureſt Antiquity an beſt Examples, wl.ich is ſuch 
a {ort of Prcſumption, as that }/. P. Aar. to Prot. pag. 92. tells us ; T hat « 
was juſt with God, that Error and Confuſion ſhoula be the Conſe quences ef tl.oſe 
Advemures, nor has it ever failed to follow them. Our Oppyſeis may ccme in 
as Living Witneſſes to the truth of ſuch his Teſtimony,'or their work js 1na- 
nifeſted ( in the ſeven Parts of the Chriſtian-Qjr.ker ) 1 c be the very Map of 
Confuſion and Errour ; ſhewing no more Caarity ( ſo far as I can perceive ) 
for ſome ſuch as were their Brethren (now diſſenting from them )than Biſhop 
B.ianer did,for ſuch as anſwered not to his fatisfitiun this Queſtion. 


What ſay you to the Sacrament of the Altar * 


Bleſſed b-the Lord that onr Oppoſers have not ſo much Power as he lad; 
How rcmote the uncharitable Conſtructions of ſuch as wzre our Bretiaren, 
are from the Diſcourſe mentioned in 9 2 pag, of the Aa. to Prot. he that runs 
may read. The words are theſe.}Vhat man loves God and Corijc, ſeeks Peace nl 
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of Religion were buryed in this bte Confeſſion of Feſt, the great Auther and Lord 
of the Cariſian-Religion ſo often loſt in pretending to contejt for it, And pag. 
$5. is cite1 by way of Approbation the words of that great man F. Hoeles, 
VIZ. That it is the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, and net the Identi- 
ty ( or oneneſs ) of conceit, which the Hily Ghoſt requires at the hands of Chriſti- 
arts., Much more might be cited out of the ſaid Ar. to Prot. in our favour, 
with reſpect to what. we ſtand for and againſt, but at preſent let this ſuſtice 
as; proper Umpirage in the caſe. 

1 ſhall now conclude with what doth freſhly occur in my memory, as the 

ſum and ſubſtance of many ſweet and heavenly Dcclarations in the Name of 
me Lord by our antient Brethren, on this wiſe ; Draw water out of your own 
Wells, tet it be your oton, and not anothers. Lnok net nnto 1; but nnto the Lord, 
We can bt ater from you ;, biit your Teacher can never be removed ints a C orner. 
We preach mt our ſelies, bit Chrift in you, He ave bit An. baſſetors in his Namie 
fo turn you from Darbxeſs to Light, few the power of Satan unto God, ther fo 
by the meaſure of the Light of Coriſ in your ſelves, you mizht be eſÞabl:fht in the 
Truth which changeth not. It is the Gift of the Fathers Love that we come to 
exalt over all, Chriſt in Male and Female the Hope of Glory. Our Labour is,that 
you who were not natural Branches,may come to be engrafted into Chriſt the Vine, 
and then to live tnder your own Vine;that ſo if in your day the Voice:f a Stran;er 
ſhould be ſounded in your Ears, ſayin;, Lo here 1s Chriſt, or There is Chriit ; 
you might no more go forth, but ſtay at home, as thoſe who are in;azed in a Spiri- 
tudl Warfare, havens this incourazement from the Pſalmiſt, Ste that ſtays at 
home divides the Spoil. 

This was the ſound of the Antients of 1/-ael in the Spirir, when the 
Word of the Lord throug them was piercing like a Dart to the Liver, 
terrible to the Mar of S:,but yet as a lovely Song to thoſe whoſe Faces were 
Sion ward ; and the ſame Spirit ti:at led them to treat as aforeſaid, did fre- 
quently move on their Spirits,to enform us of thoſe Rocks whereon the Sons 
of Men have been enclined to ſplit, and thofe By-paths wherein the wayfa- 
ring man hath been apt to err, on this wiſe. In Azes paſt the S5ns of Men have 
bzen inclined to ſet up, or be in the Obſervation of ſome Outward thing, and to 
have their Eye thereto more than unto the Word nigh in the Heart. This was 
Iſfraels Sin b:fore the appcarance of Chriſt in the Fleſh, when they made un- 
to themſelves a Golden Calf frying, Theſe are thy Gods, Oh Iſrael, Exod. 52, 
This was the Sin reproved by Paw on this wiſe, Bur now ſeeing ye know God, 
jea, rather are known by him; Hito twn ye again unto the weak, and bergerly 
Elements ? 

This was and 1s the miſtake 11 molt Societies and Chu: chos profeifing; 
Chriftianity in Modern Times, w-:creon I n:ed not Gilate, 

The Teſtimony of our antient Friends, by Declarations, Niſputes an 
Printing, are yet as living Evidences in meny Breaſts ; t':e Ren mbya 
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16 The Eighth Part of the: &c. | 
wher:of ſe:m3 to b2 cauſe of Aſtoniſkment, That any of the anticat Flock k 
ſhould give occaſioa to Few or Gent4le,or the Chureh of God to Impzach them ; 
of falliag into the like Snare. But that which ſeems to render the matter | 
yet worſe is this; Taat they ſhould ſpeak well of thoſ2 Anticat Labotrers 

( whoſe Dotrines, as aforeſaid, dropt as the Dew ) whilſt Perſecytin 
others abiding thereia ; much like unto thoſe Who Garniſhed the Sepulcher; 


of the Prophets that Propheſied of Chriſt, but when He cam?, were foyng 
Perſecutors of Him ana his Followers. | 


The Lord Eſtabliſh his People on CHRIST Jesus, The 
Rock Or AGEs, and turnthe Hearts of our Perſecuti 
Oppoſers , that in a ſenſe of their Beckſiiding and Errours, They | 
may Confeſs unto God, and through True Repentance be made parta- 
kers of his Mercy, and then, no doubt but the Antient Love and | 
Fellowſhip in the Truth, will be again Renewed, to the Coaolation 
of one anothers Soules in the Lord. | 


Amen, Amen, ſaith my Soul, 


William Rogers. 


